
1. Log in using the member information you used to create your account. 

Enter Email 

Enter Password 

Enter the letters and 
numbers in the 
shaded box 

Finding one or more high quality and effective programs or services that can meet the needs of young 
children and their caregivers involved in the child welfare system requires two steps: 
 
1. Locating Programs That Fit: Finding out what early learning and development programs, if any, exist 

for the age of the child and/or parent in the geographic area where services need to be  delivered.          

2. Who Has Openings: Determining which of the programs in that area that serve children and/or       
parents in the age range of your family have or may have openings. 

 

This database is a good tool for helping with both steps.  However, to be successful, you may need to 
think creatively and seek further information beyond what this database contains.  We offer some        
suggestions for these further steps. 
 

For assistance or if you have questions: 
Contact Nancy Ashley at NancyA@chs-wa.org  . Please review these  instructions and then be as specific 
as possible in your question(s) so we can help you more effectively. Thank you! 

Locating programs that fit 
Go to http://earlylearnlocator.org  

mailto:nancya@chs-wa.org?subject=Database%20Assistance%20needed


2. Select criteria to improve your search results: 
The five search criteria you can use are listed below. You can use as many or as few criteria as you like. Select 
and fill in the search criteria as follows: 
1. Zip code 
 You can enter just one zip code where it would be most convenient or essential for the services to be           

delivered. 
 
 If the family lives close to the boundary of another zip code, or if a caregiver could choose child care     

either near her home or near her workplace, you could add in those zip codes.  The search will return  
results for all zip codes listed. 

  
2. Enrollment age 
 This is normally the current age of the child. 
 
 If you are looking for a 

preschool in the spring or 
summer that does not 
start until fall, enter the 
age the child will be in the 
fall. 

 
 If you think it may take a 

few weeks to find an 
opening and get a child 
enrolled and the child is 
about to enter an older 
age range, you could enter 
that older age also.  The 
search will return results 
for all ages listed. 

 
3. Where delivered 
If the child/family could use either home-based or center-based services, do not select either of the options. 
The search will return results for both. 
 
4. Program model 
 If, for example, you are looking specifically for Early Intervention/Birth to Three Services or Infant/Child 

Mental Health, you can select that specific category to find that type of programs. 
 
 If you are looking for a program that focuses on early learning and you know the name of a specific      

program model(s) you want to find, you can check the box for that model. 
 

If you want to see all programs available for the age and location of services needed, you do not need to 
check the program boxes, as the search will return programs in all areas that fit the age and zip code choices. 
 
 
See next page for additional search criteria 



Who Has Openings 
 

1. Review the information for “Slots Available” in the program profiles 
 

The first category of information for each program profile includes the information  
about slots available. This information is updated monthly by the participating  
programs, but can change quickly. 
 

Some context about Slots Available: 
 

 Early Intervention/Birth to Three programs will always accept a referral for a child age 
birth to 3 who needs an assessment for possible developmental delays.  

 

 There are licensed child care centers and homes in all or almost all zip codes in King 
County. When you are looking for licensed child care, you will be directed to Child Care 
Aware, which can assist you and families in finding licensed care that best fits a family’s 
needs. 

 

 Early learning programs that indicate they have a large number of slots currently        
available are likely to have openings when you contact them. Many of the preschool   
programs, and the Parent-Child Home Program, recruit a new group of children during 
the spring/summer/early fall for programs that operate on a school-year calendar.     
During these times, there are thousands of slots available across King County.  It is much more difficult to find openings 
in these programs once the school year begins. 

 

 Early learning or Infant/Child Mental Health programs that say they have 1-2 or 3-5 openings per month are quite likely 
to be able to take a referral and serve a family quickly, especially if they prioritize children in foster care or who are  
involved in any level of the child welfare program.  Children/families rotate out of these programs as they complete the 
programs or move out of the service area.  Large programs therefore regularly have openings occur or know there are 
some coming up within a few weeks.  When you contact the program, be sure to tell them the child/family is involved 
in the child welfare system. 

 

 If there is a program that you think would be a really good fit, but the program profile indicates there are no openings, 
you can still call the program.  Some organizations, such as those that provide Early Head Start can serve children     
outside their regular geographic area if the program in that area is full – so they may be able to help you find an       al-
ternative. Staff of the program you want may also be knowledgeable about other programs in the area that might fit 
your needs. 

 

 King County Nurse Family Partnership always has openings.  However, the only clients it can serve who are involved in 
the child welfare system are adolescent teens who are less than 26 weeks pregnant. 

 

Examples of two searches are provided below, showing how the use of criteria helps you find programs that fit. The           
information about Slots Available is highlighted in the program profiles. 

5. Languages offered 
 If a child/family has some English language proficiency but would prefer    

services delivered in their home language, you can select both English and 
the home language. 

 

 If a child/family speaks multiple languages, and any of them would be        
acceptable for the delivery of services, you can select all of the possible     
languages.  The search will return results for programs offering services in 
any of the languages selected.   

 

 Also, once you obtain the search results with details about each program 
that matches your criteria, you can look to see which of them may have    
interpreters available. This may be an effective alternative to finding a      
program that can deliver services in specific languages. 

 



Search Example #1 
A search entering only zip code 98011 and a child 2-2.5 years old produced the 
following 12 results listed on three pages.  

Search Fields 

Search Results 

Click on the 
plus sign to 
see  
program 
details 

This strategy lets you see programs 
delivered both in the home and in a 
child care center.  
 

 Includes all main categories of 
programs.  

 Includes programs delivered in 
any language. 



Two of the Program Results from Example #1 

Program #1 

Program #2 



Search Example #2 
A search for zip code 98115 for a child age 0-12 months for Early Intervention/Birth to Three  
services offered at home in Arabic. 
 
This example demonstrates how the database can quickly and accurately identify resources to meet 
specific needs (program delivered in Arabic language) that would be very difficult to determine 
without this tool. 

Search Results 

Search Fields 



For assistance or if you have questions: 
 

Contact Nancy Ashley at NancyA@chs-wa.org  . Please review these  instructions and then be 
as specific as possible in your question(s) so we can help you more effectively. Thank you! 

Program Results from Example #2 

Program #1 

2. Modify Search to Obtain More Results 
 

Removing some search criteria may provide more options. If you perform a search with the 
same zip code and age range for a Early Intervention/Birth to Three Program, without re-
questing Arabic language you will receive 6 results instead of 1.  
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