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Early learning is a smart investment. High quality early learning programs help children get ready for success in 

school and in life.  Children learn best in programs that promote secure attachments with highly-skilled 

providers who have access to continuing professional development. High quality programs are culturally and 

linguistically relevant to the families they serve, and they feature a rich learning environment, ongoing child 

assessment and screening, and thoughtful curriculum. These elements are key to the development of all 

children. And, research has proven that children farthest from opportunity get the biggest gains.  

Some of our state’s costliest problems – like child abuse and neglect, school failure, poverty, unemployment and 

crime – take root in early childhood. Early experiences actually get “under the skin” and into the body with life-

long effects on physical and mental health.  It doesn’t have to be this way. Getting things right the first time is 

easier and more effective than trying to fix them later. Investments in high quality early learning deliver 

economic gains of 7-10 percent per year through improved school achievement, healthier choices, and higher 

productivity as adults. 

In 2012, the state Supreme Court ruled that the State of Washington is not currently meeting its duty to provide 

each and every child in our state with “the basic knowledge and skills needed to compete in today’s economy 

and meaningfully participate in this state’s democracy.” Many children are entering kindergarten without the 

skills they need to be successful. Only about half of children meet the expectations for incoming kindergarteners 

in math. And the opportunity gap starts early. By the time children enter kindergarten, significant disparities by 

race/ethnicity are already apparent. We will not meet our constitutional duty without investments in early 

learning. 

EARLY ACHIEVERS  

Quality matters. Higher quality child care has been shown to improve children’s readiness for success in 

kindergarten and beyond. Early Achievers is Washington’s Quality Rating and Improvement System. It improves 

the quality of early learning programs that participate, and shares assessments of those programs with parents 

seeking the right early learning setting for their child. The Early Achievers framework is administered by 3 

partners: the Department of Early Learning manages the system; Child Care Aware of WA provides the quality 

improvement services to participants (recruitment, orientation, technical assistance, trainings, scholarships, 

coaching); and the University of Washington conducts the participant assessments and monitors the 

effectiveness of the overall framework. Importantly, providers who serve families receiving child care through 

subsidy are among the most active participants in Early Achievers, improving the quality of care for those who 

can benefit from it the most. 

Opportunity: Early Achievers is currently funded by a federal Race to the Top – Early Learning Challenge grant, 

which will expire in 2015. Over 2,100 programs have enrolled, improving care for nearly 55,000 children across 

the early learning system in Washington. We urge the legislature to sustain and grow Early Achievers with an 

investment of $70 million. We must also offer financial resources and accessible pathways to providers and 

the workforce to reach higher levels of quality and compensate their efforts.  


